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MINUTES OF CITY OF VINCENT 
COVID-19 RELIEF AND RECOVERY COMMITTEE 

E-MEETING, ACCESS AVAILABLE ON THE CITY'S WEBSITE 
HTTP://WEBCAST.VINCENT.WA.GOV.AU/ 
ON TUESDAY, 28 APRIL 2020 AT 5.00PM 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Emma Cole Presiding Member 
 Cr Susan Gontaszewski South Ward 
 Cr Alex Castle North Ward 

IN ATTENDANCE:  David MacLennan Chief Executive Officer 
 John Corbellini Executive Director Strategy &  
  Development 
 Andrew Murphy Executive Director Infrastructure &  
  Environment  
 Virginia Miltrup Executive Director Community &  
  Business Services 
 Meluka Bancroft Executive Manager Corporate Strategy & 
  Governance 
 Mark Fallows Manager Built Environment and  
  Wellbeing 
 

Public: Four members of the public. 

1 DECLARATION OF OPENING / ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Presiding Member, Mayor Emma Cole declared the meeting open at 5.06pm and read the following 
Acknowledgement of Country statement: 
 
“The City of Vincent would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, the Whadjuk people of the 
Noongar nation and pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging”. 

2 APOLOGIES / MEMBERS ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil  
 

3 (A) PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND RECEIVING OF PUBLIC STATEMENTS 

The following questions and statements were submitted prior to the Meeting and were read out by the Chief 
Executve Officer. Administrations’ responses will be provided in the Agenda for the 5 May 2020 COVID-19 
Relief and Recovery Committee  Meeting.  
 
3.1 Jess Karlsson of West Leederville  
 

1. Are City of Vincent planning to contribute available council resources to help deliver the project 
more efficiently and comprehensively? 

 (e.g. databases of residents/areas at higher risk, so our communication can target those most at 

risk quickly, providing staff not fully utilised as ‘service delivery volunteers’ and available venues 

within COV) 

2. Will the City connect Cahoots with other project leaders so we can work more collaboratively 
and combine our projects, wherever possible?  

 (Cahoots, and I do have relationships with several of the listed organisation’s CEOs and Exec 

Teams, however, we believe it would be more efficient if COV provided linkages, with the aim of 

providing a more coordinated and comprehensive approach.) 

There being no further speakers, Public Question Time closed at approximately 5.13pm. 
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(B) RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE

3.1 Andrew Main of North Perth 

It is quite noticeable in my area that since the requirement for social isolation, there has been an increased 
number of people walking and riding bikes. I am interested to know what the City is doing to ensure that 
impediments to walking and cycling are minimised and that there is adequate space for both pedestrians and 
cyclists to practice social distancing. 

The following are issues that I believe that the City could address. 

 The practice where footpaths are obstructed by roadworks signage. For example, this was the case on
Vincent Street Leederville on 14 April where there were 3 sets of signs placed on the footpath on the
northern side, west of Loftus St. This reduced the width of the footpath by 50%. On 2 April, a trailer
mounted sign obstructed the whole footpath on the eastern side of Charles Street on the corner of
Lawler St North Perth.

 Council street trees or vegetation from private residences that overhang or obstruct the footpath.

 Vehicles being parked in a manner such that they encroach upon footpaths. This is particularly as
issue where perpendicular parking has been constructed by council.

 Vehicles parked on residential verges, meaning that it is not possible for people to walk on the verge
to pass people safely. Such as, in instances when people are walking on the footpath toward each
other.

 Sand or other debris such as leaves, gumnuts etc, lying on the footpath.

 The prevalence of signposts, or lightpoles erected in the middle of footpaths, making these tricky to
negotiate.

 Shopping trolleys being left on footpaths near shopping centres.

The City will investigate issues when reported and take the appropriate action. 

With higher rates of cycling and walking, and low vehicular traffic volume, is the council looking at how road 
space can be reallocated and set aside for active transport users, as is happening in other cities and 
countries?  Is the council considering how to make streets safer for active transport users by filtering to 
reduce rat runners and drivers travelling at high speeds? 

There are no plans to do anything specific in the short term in relation to COVID-19.  The City is developing 
its Integrated Transport Plan. 

4 

4.1 

5 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cr. Castle disclosed a conflict of interest in Item 10.1 – ‘Leederville Gardens Inc. Trust – COVID-19 
Relief Fund Recommendations’. The extent of Cr Castle’s interest is that in 2019 and 2020 her 
daughter participated in an unpaid, voluntary educational program conducted by one of the 
applicants. 

APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil 



COVID-19 RELIEF AND RECOVERY COMMITTEE MINUTES 28 APRIL 2020 

Page 5 

6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Cr Gontaszewski, Seconded: Cr Castle 

That the minutes of the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee held on 21 April 2020 be 
confirmed. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 
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7 BUSINESS ARISING 

 

7.1 COVID-19 WEEKLY UPDATE 

Attachments: 1. COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Implementation Plan Update ⇩   

2. COVID-19 Impacts on Service Delivery ⇩    

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee NOTES the update on the City’s actions relating 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

COMMITTEE DECISION ITEM 7.1 

Moved: Cr Castle, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 

CRARC_20200428_MIN_5286_AT_files/CRARC_20200428_MIN_5286_AT_Attachment_14042_1.PDF
CRARC_20200428_MIN_5286_AT_files/CRARC_20200428_MIN_5286_AT_Attachment_14042_2.PDF
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7.2 COMMUNITY FUNDING FOR COVID-19 RELIEF FOR SENIORS AND THE VULNERABLE 

Attachments: 1. Policy No. 3.10.11 - Community Funding ⇩    

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee: 

1. NOTES that emergency relief assistance of up to $500 per person may be required for seniors, 
people in hardship and the vulnerable over the next 6 months due to COVID-19, and this can be 
achieved by including ‘Donation Relief’ in the City’s Policy No. 3.10.11 – Community Funding; 

2. RECOMMENDS to Council that it provide local public notice of the proposed amendments to the 
City’s Policy No. 3.10.11 – Community Funding, as shown underlined in Attachment 1, to allow 
the assistance as set out in recommendation 1. Above; and 

3. In the interim to the amendment to the City’s Policy No. 3.10.11 – Community Funding, 
APPROVES the Chief Executive Officer distributing up to $20,000 of the Leederville Gardens 
Trust Funds to community organisations (or one organisation) to allocate up to $500 per person 
over a 6 month period (1 May to 31 October 2020) to eligible seniors, people in hardship and the 
vulnerable. 

COMMITTEE DECISION ITEM 7.2 

Moved: Cr Gontaszewski, Seconded: Cr Castle 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 1 

Moved: Cr Gontaszewski, Seconded: Cr Castle  

That the recommendation be amended as follows: 

That the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee: 

1. NOTES that emergency relief assistance of up to $500 per person may be required for seniors, 
people in hardship and the vulnerable over the next 6 months due to COVID-19, and this can be 
achieved by including ‘Donation Relief’ in the City’s Policy No. 3.10.11 – Community Funding; 

2. RECOMMENDS to Council that it provide local public notice of the proposed amendments to the 
City’s Policy No. 3.10.11 – Community Funding, as shown underlined in Attachment 1, to allow 
the assistance as set out in recommendation 1. Above; and 

3. In the interim to the amendment to the City’s Policy No. 3.10.11 – Community Funding, 
APPROVES the Chief Executive Officer distributing up to $20,000 of the Leederville Gardens 
Trust Funds to community organisations (or one organisation) to allocate up to $500 per person 
over a 6 month period (1 May to 31 October 2020) to eligible seniors, people in hardship and the 
vulnerable. 

AMENDMENT CARRIED (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 

COMMITTEE DECISION ITEM 7.2 

Moved: Cr Gontaszewski, Seconded: Cr Castle 

That the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee: 

CRARC_20200428_MIN_5286_AT_files/CRARC_20200428_MIN_5286_AT_Attachment_14011_1.PDF
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1. NOTES that emergency relief assistance of up to $500 per person may be required for seniors, 
people in hardship and the vulnerable over the next 6 months due to COVID-19, and this can be 
achieved by including ‘Donation Relief’ in the City’s Policy No. 3.10.11 – Community Funding; 

2. RECOMMENDS to Council that it provide local public notice of the proposed amendments to the 
City’s Policy No. 3.10.11 – Community Funding, as shown underlined in Attachment 1, to allow 
the assistance as set out in recommendation 1. Above. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 
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7.3 LIBRARY AND LOCAL HISTORY CENTRE UPDATE 

Attachments: Nil 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee RECEIVES the update from the Library and Local 
History Centre on services being provided to residents and customers during the current closure. 

 

COMMITTEE DECISION ITEM 7.3 

Moved: Cr Castle, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 
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7.4 ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH TEAM UPDATE - COVID-19 RESPONSE 

Attachments: Nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee NOTES the role and response of the City’s 
Environmental Health Services Team to COVID-19 

 

COMMITTEE DECISION ITEM 7.4 

Moved: Cr Castle, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 
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8 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING MEMBER (WITHOUT DISCUSSION) 

Although it was sad that Anzac Day services could not go ahead in the normal way there were some great 
moments of silent reflection.  The light up the dawn event, with people tuning in to the broadcast from the 
War Memorial,had a big turnout, with reports across the community of bugles and other instruments being 
played from driveways.  Former Councillor Jimmy Murphy played his bugle in Hyde Park.  There were parts 
of the days that were beautiful and it would be nice to see some of that carried forward in future years. 

9 GENERAL BUSINESS 

Nil 

10 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS/MATTERS FOR WHICH THE MEETING MAY BE 
CLOSED   

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

Moved: Cr Gontaszewski, Seconded: Cr Castle 

Pursuant to Section 5.23(2) of the Local Government Act 1995 and clause 2.14 of the City of Vincent 
Meeting Procedures Local Law 2008, proceeds “behind closed doors” at the conclusion of the items, 
to consider the confidential reports - .   

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 

 
At 5.46pm the meeting went behind closed doors, all members of the public left the meeting, the recording 
was stopped and the Committee considered Item 10.1 – Leederville Gardens Inc Trust – COVID-19 Relief 
Fund Recommendations. 
 

 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

Moved: Cr Castle, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the Council resume an “open meeting” 

                  .CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 

   
At 6.35pm the meeting was reopened and the recording resumed.  Mayor Emma Cole read aloud the 
following resolution as carried behind closed doors. 
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COMMITTEE DECISION ITEM 10.1 

Moved: Cr Castle, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski  

That the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee: 

1. NOTES the submissions received from 17 registered Public Benevolent Institutions in 
response to the Leederville Gardens Inc. trust funds Expression of Interest for the provision of 
urgent relief of people in need as a direct or indirect consequence of the conditions imposed 
by COVID-19, as summarised at Attachment 1; 

2. As trustee of the Leederville Gardens Inc. trust funds APPROVES the allocation of funds from 
the Leederville Gardens Trust Inc. to UnitingCare West and St Vincent De Paul, SUBJECT TO 
the Chief Executive Officer determining the exact amount of funds, within the limit specified in 
Attachment 2;  

3.       NOTES that the Chief Executive Officer will enter into funding agreements with the 
organisations listed in Recommendation 2. in respect to the acquittal of these funds, which 
includes negotiating the time frames, deliverables and reporting requirements;  

4. REQUESTS that the Chief Executive Officer seeks further information from People Who Care 
Inc (Power a Pensioner), Ruah Community Services, YMCA (focus on youth mental health and 
case management) and any further options for provision of food for vulnerable people,  and 
presents this information to the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee Meeting next week;  

5. APPROVES the Chief Executive Officer seeking and assessing any further applications for 
funding from the Leederville Gardens Inc. trust funds, including liaising with current applicants 
to refine their submissions, with the view of allocating additional funds for medium to long 
term relief and recovery efforts in the City of Vincent; and   

6. NOTES that the Chief Executive Officer will provide the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery 
Committee with regular updates on potential funding initiatives and will present the further 
recommendations as described in Recommendation 4. above for consideration and approval. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 

 

11 NEXT MEETING 

5 May 2020 
 

 COVID-19 Weekly Update 

 Communications Plan 

 Tenant Rent Abatement Requests – Category 3 Relief Recommendations 

12 May 2020 
 

 COVID-19 Weekly Update 
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12 CLOSURE 

There being no further business, the Presiding Member, Mayor Emma Cole, declared the meeting closed at 
6.45pm with the following persons present: 

PRESENT: Mayor Emma Cole Presiding Member 
Cr Susan Gontaszewski South Ward 
Cr Alex Castle North Ward 

IN ATTENDANCE: David MacLennan Chief Executive Officer 
John Corbellini Executive Director Strategy &  

Development 
Andrew Murphy Executive Director Infrastructure &  

Environment 
Virginia Miltrup Executive Director Community &  

Business Services 
Meluka Bancroft Executive Manager Corporate Strategy & 

Governance 
Mark Fallows Manager Built Environment and  

Wellbeing 

Public: No members of the public. 

These Minutes were confirmed by the Committee as a true and accurate record of the Meeting of the 
COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee held on 28 April 2020. 

Signed:    Mayor Emma Cole 

Dated  5 May 2020
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