
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES 
 

COVID-19 Relief and Recovery 
Committee 

 

16 June 2020  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



COVID-19 RELIEF AND RECOVERY COMMITTEE MINUTES 16 JUNE 2020 

Page 2 

Table of Contents 

1 Declaration of Opening / Acknowledgement of Country .................................................................... 3 

2 Apologies / Members on Leave of Absence ........................................................................................ 3 

3 (A) Public Question Time and Receiving of Public Statements ........................................................ 3 

(B) Response to Previous Public Questions Taken On Notice .......................................................... 4 

4 Declarations of Interest ......................................................................................................................... 5 

5 Applications for Leave of Absence ...................................................................................................... 5 

6 Confirmation of Minutes ........................................................................................................................ 5 

7 Business Arising .................................................................................................................................... 6 

7.1 COVID-19 Weekly Update ........................................................................................................ 6 

8 Announcements by Presiding Member (Without Discussion) ........................................................ 18 

9 General Business ................................................................................................................................. 18 

10 Confidential Items/Matters For Which the Meeting May be Closed ................................................ 18 

10.1 Arts Relief Grants Funding Recommendations .............................................................................. 18 

11 Next Meeting ......................................................................................................................................... 20 

12 Closure .................................................................................................................................................. 20 

 

 



COVID-19 RELIEF AND RECOVERY COMMITTEE MINUTES 16 JUNE 2020 

Page 3 

MINUTES OF CITY OF VINCENT 
COVID-19 RELIEF AND RECOVERY COMMITTEE 

E-MEETING, STREAMED LIVE VIA THE CITY'S WEBSITE  
HTTP://WEBCAST.VINCENT.WA.GOV.AU/ 

AND ADMINISTRATION AND CIVIC CENTRE  
244 VINCENT STREET, LEEDERVILLE 

ON TUESDAY, 16 JUNE 2020 AT 5.00PM 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Emma Cole Presiding Member 
 Cr Susan Gontaszewski South Ward 
 Cr Alex Castle North Ward 

IN ATTENDANCE:  David MacLennan Chief Executive Officer 

Andrew Murphy  Executive Director Infrastructure & 
 Environment 
Virginia Miltrup  Executive Director Community & 
 Business Services 
Meluka Bancroft  Executive Manager Corporate Strategy & 
 Governance 
Mark Fallows  Manager Built Environment & Wellbeing 
Wendy Barnard Council Liaison Officer 

 

Public: 1 member of the public.  

1 DECLARATION OF OPENING / ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Presiding Member, Mayor Emma Cole declared the meeting open at 5.03pm and read the following 
Acknowledgement of Country statement: 
 
“The City of Vincent would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, the Whadjuk people of the 
Noongar nation and pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging”. 

2 APOLOGIES / MEMBERS ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil  
 

3 (A) PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND RECEIVING OF PUBLIC STATEMENTS 

The following questions and statements were submitted prior to the Meeting and were read out by the 
Executive Manager Corporate Strategy & Governance. Administrations’ responses will be provided in the 
Agenda for the 23 June 2020 COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee.  
 
Dudley Maier of Highgate - Item 10.1 -  Arts Relief Grants Funding 

 
At the 30 March Special Meeting of Council the full council approved spending up to $500,000 of the Percent 
for Art money on projects to provide relief for local artists.  
 
At the same meeting, Council approved spending up to $1 million from the Leederville Gardens Trust on 
‘relief funding’, established the COVID Committee, and delegated some powers to them.  
 
One of the powers was to accept tenders over $250,000. I assume that this included accepting tenders of 
less than $250,000 but this was not explicitly stated.  
 
I have serious concerns about the ‘relief funding’, and the possibility that it will be used for activities that are 
not as a consequence of COVID-19, in accordance with the council’s decision.  
 
I am particularly concerned about the expenditure on ‘arts relief’ and that it may go to people who did not 
genuinely depend on income from their art. In addition, I am concerned that there will be a flood of money so 
the City will be funding projects that may not have normally been considered worthy.  

http://webcast.vincent.wa.gov.au/
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The Commonwealth government has made it clear that artists who have an ABN (i.e. are ‘registered’ as 
artists) and who can demonstrate a loss of income are eligible for JobKeeper payments. My concern is that 
the City will be funding people who previously did not have an ABN prior to this project, and are just people 
who dabble in the arts rather than practitioners who rely on it for income.  
 
The delegation that was approved on 30 March explicitly referred to ‘tenders’, and made reference to section 
3.57 of the Local Government Act 1995 and regulation 18 of the Local Government (Functions and General) 
Regulations 1996. There was no other explicit financial delegation other than for tenders.  
 
1.  Given that the full Council is meeting an hour after the COVID Committee, why wasn’t the art item 

taken to full council for consideration and approval, with all council members given the opportunity to 
comment and decide?  

 
2.  Given that there was no explicit financial delegation to the COVID Committee other than the one 

concerning tenders, have all approvals for the disbursement of the Leederville Gardens Trust money 
been done by way of a tender?  

 
3. Is the money proposed to be disbursed from the Percent for Arts Reserve being done by way of a 

tender?  
 
4.  Given that the Terms of Reference for the Committee, and the Council approval of 30 March, did not 

explicitly delegate powers to act as trustees for the Leederville Gardens Trust, did the committee have 
the authority to act as the trustee for the fund when approving the use of funds from the Trust?  

 
5.  Has the City complied will all requirements for tenders as specified in the Local Government Act and 

associated Regulations for both the disbursement of the Leederville Gardens Trust money and the 
Percent for Art money?  

 
6.  Why doesn’t the City’s Tender Register contain details of the funds that have been disbursed from the 

Trust so far?  
 

There being no further speakers, Public Question Time closed at approximately 5.10pm. 

(B) RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

The following questions were asked at the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee meeting on 9 
June 2020. 
 
Dudley Maier of Highgate - Item 7.3 Leederville Gardens Trust 
 
At the 30 March meeting of Council I asked if funds from the Leederville Gardens Trust fund will be 
limited to projects within the City. The response stated that “the EOI specifies that the funds are being 
made available for the provision of relief and support of residents (including homeless residents) 
within the municipality of Vincent”. 
 
Further, clause 1 of Item 7.3 refers to “the provisions of urgent relief to people in the City of Vincent”. 
I take these to mean that the funds can only be spent on residents within Vincent, including homeless 
residents. 
 
1.  Given the response to my previous question, what steps have the Administration put in place 
 to ensure that the funds given to Foodbank will only be spent on Vincent residents? 
 
 This will be a term of the grant agreement between the City and Foodbank. 
 
2.  What steps have the Administration put in place to ensure that the funds shown in 
 Attachment 1 will only be spent on residents of the City of Vincent? 
 
 It is a term of the grant agreement between the City and the PBI allocated the funds. The grant 
 agreement includes acquittal and reporting requirements, so the City can verify how the funds 
 are spent. 
 
3.  Will the community have access to the acquittal reports of all funds identified in Attachment 
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 1? If not, why not? 
 

A summary report will be made available to the community on a quarterly basis, following the 
grant reporting process. 

 
4.  On 28 April the Committee approved $20,000 to be distributed to “eligible seniors, people in 

hardship and the vulnerable” without clearly identifying what the criteria are for this group or 
groups. Given that the distribution of these funds has been delegated to a third party, People 
Who Care, what criteria will be applied and how will the City determine that the recipients 
meet those criteria? 

 
The requirements are included in the grant agreement between the City and People Who Care. 
The grant agreement includes acquittal and reporting requirements, so the City can verify how the 
funds are spent. 

 
Arts Relief Grants 
 
5.  Given that a requirement to obtain an Arts Relief Grant is an ABN, which in turn qualifies the 

artist to apply for JobKeeper payments if they demonstrate a loss of income due to Covid 
restrictions, will the City only be providing grants to artists who are not already receiving 
JobKeeper payments, or will people receiving JobKeeper payments also be eligible? 

 
There is no requirement in the EOI for an artist to declare if they are receiving Job Keeper 

 payments. 
 
6.  Will the City only consider artists who had an ABN prior to 25 May? 
 

The artists can get an ABN at any stage, and we can’t award them a grant without an ABN. 
 
7.  If the answer to that is ‘no’, does the City consider that people requesting a grant but who 
 previously did not have an ABN to be genuine artists who relied on their art to provide an 
 income? 
 

Proof of delivery is part of the grant selection process. 

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

Nil 

5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil 
 

6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Cr Castle, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the minutes of the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee held on 9 June 2020 be confirmed. 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 
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7 BUSINESS ARISING 

 

7.1 COVID-19 WEEKLY UPDATE 

Attachments: 1. COVID-19 Relief & Recovery Implementation Plan ⇩   

2. Communication Plan Update ⇩    

RECOMMENDATION 

That the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee NOTES the update on the City’s actions relating 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

COMMITTEE DECISION ITEM 7.1 

Moved: Cr Castle, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 

CRARC_20200616_MIN_5293_AT_files/CRARC_20200616_MIN_5293_AT_Attachment_14193_2.PDF
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8 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING MEMBER (WITHOUT DISCUSSION) 

Nil 

9 GENERAL BUSINESS 

9.1  Transitioning to fortnightly meetings commencing 30 June 2020 
 
 A report will be presented to the 23 June 2020 COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee meeting 

with proposed dates. 
 

10 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS/MATTERS FOR WHICH THE MEETING MAY BE 
CLOSED   

10.1 ARTS RELIEF GRANTS FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Attachments: Nil 
 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

Moved: Cr Gontaszewski, Seconded: Cr Castle 

Pursuant to Section 5.23(2) of the Local Government Act 1995 and clause 2.14 of the Meeting 
Procedures Local Law 2008, proceeds “behind closed doors” at the conclusion of the items, to 
consider the confidential reports.   

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 

 
At 5.26 pm the meeting recording and the livestreaming were stopped. 
 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

Moved: Cr Castle, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the Council resume an “open meeting”. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 

 
 
At 5.55pm the recording and livestreaming recommenced. 
 
The Mayor, Emma Cole, read out the following decision which was made behind closed doors. 
 
COMMITTEE DECISION 10.1 
 
Moved: Cr Gontaszewski, Seconded: Cr Castle  

That the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee ENDORSES artists 1, 5 and 6 to be the recipients 
of the Arts Relief Grant funding as outlined in this report. 
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CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 
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11 NEXT MEETING 

23 June 2020 – To Be Confirmed 

30 June 2020 – To Be Confirmed 

12 CLOSURE 

There being no further business, the Presiding Member, Mayor Emma Cole, declared the meeting closed at 
5.56pm with the following persons present: 

PRESENT: Mayor Emma Cole Presiding Member 
Cr Susan Gontaszewski South Ward 
Cr Alex Castle North Ward 

IN ATTENDANCE: David MacLennan Chief Executive Officer 

Andrew Murphy  Executive Director Infrastructure & 
Environment 

Virginia Miltrup  Executive Director Community & 
Business Services 

Meluka Bancroft Executive Manager Corporate Strategy & 
Governance 

Mark Fallows  Manager Built Environment & Wellbeing 
Wendy Barnard Council Liaison Officer 

Public: No members of the public. 

These Minutes were confirmed by the Committee as a true and accurate record of the meeting of the 
COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee held on 16 June 2020. 

Signed:    Mayor Emma Cole 

Dated  23 June 2020
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