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MINUTES OF CITY OF VINCENT 
COVID-19 RELIEF AND RECOVERY COMMITTEE 

HELD AT THE E-MEETING, STREAMED LIVE VIA THE CITY'S WEBSITE 
HTTP://WEBCAST.VINCENT.WA.GOV.AU/ 

AND ADMINISTRATION AND CIVIC CENTRE 
244 VINCENT STREET, LEEDERVILLE 

ON TUESDAY, 23 JUNE 2020 AT 5.00PM 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Emma Cole Presiding Member 
 Cr Susan Gontaszewski South Ward 
 Cr Alex Castle North Ward 

IN ATTENDANCE:  David MacLennan Chief Executive Officer 
 Andrew Murphy Executive Director Infrastructure & 
  Environment 
 Virginia Miltrup Executive Director Community & 
  Business Services 
 John Corbellini Executive Director Strategy & 

Development  
 Meluka Bancroft Executive  Manager Corporate Strategy & 
  Governance 
 Mark Fallows  Manager Built Environment & Wellbeing 
 Wendy Barnard  Council Liaison Officer 

 

Public: No members of the public. 

 

1 DECLARATION OF OPENING / ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Presiding Member, Mayor Emma Cole declared the meeting open at 5.03pm and read the following 
Acknowledgement of Country statement: 
 
ñThe City of Vincent would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, the Whadjuk people of the 
Noongar nation and pay our respects to Elders past, present and emergingò. 

2 APOLOGIES / MEMBERS ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil  
 

3 (A) PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND RECEIVING OF PUBLIC STATEMENTS 

The following questions and statements were submitted prior to the Meeting and were read out by the 
Executive Manager Corporate Strategy and Governance:    
 
3.1  Dudley Maier of Highgate - Item 10.1 Arts Grants 
 
At last weekôs Covid-19 Committee meeting the committee endorsed 3 artists to be recipients of an Arts 
Relief Grant. The artists werenôt named, just given Orwellian numbers; the amounts they would receive was 
not identified; and the work they would produce was not described. As well as stopping the livestreaming, the 
minutes show that the recording of that portion of the meeting was stopped.  
 
Approximately three hours later the full council adopted a Recording and Web Streaming Policy. The first 
point in the policy states that meetings will be recorded, including when council resolves to go behind closed 
doors. However, the policy does allow the presiding member to stop recording when the matter is considered 
behind closed doors.  
 
I did object to the clause which allowed the presiding member to stop recording but my comments were not 
adequately represented or considered by the staff. I said that I could not think of a valid situation which 
would justify stopping the recording, and I likened it to the ômoralô equivalent of destroying evidence.  

http://webcast.vincent.wa.gov.au/
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Tonightôs agenda has a similar item to last weekôs and the reason for the secrecy remains the same ï it 
would reveal information that has commercial value to a person.  
 
Letôs contrast this to the first item in the agenda for this eveningôs City of Perth Briefing. This involves the 
grant of $35,000 for the design, construction and installation of a sign in Northbridge and is part of the 
activation of the area. It is linked to the development of the Rechabite Hall as a multi-level arts and hospitality 
complex. The grant is part of the Cityôs discretionary COVID-19 recovery action plan.  
 
The report identifies the recipient - Happy Heart Pty Ltd which is a company formed by Adrian Fini and 
Marcus Canning; it identifies how much they will receive - $35,000; and it identifies what the money will be 
spent on ï a sign based on the Venice sign in Venice Beach, California.  
 
As well, the report contains an Assessment Scorecard. The scorecard shows 12 criteria in six groupings. A 
score out of five is shown for each criterion.  
 
The report also addresses eligibility criteria such as community benefit, community support and alignment 
with the cityôs COVID-19 response. The report is thorough and in the public domain prior to the council 
making a decision.  
 
Compare this with Vincentôs approach. Where everything is secret and even the final decision is clouded in 
unnecessary mystery.  
 
The Vincent Council makes out that it is transparent and accountable ï the treatment of the Arts Relief 
Grants by the Administration and the Committee is yet more evidence that this is not correct. 
 
The following response was provided by Administration at the Meeting: 
 
The Manager Corporate Strategy and Governance advised that Council Meetings and Briefings are recorded 
in full so that Administration has a complete record of the proceeding, as is set out in the Cityôs new policy. At 
the 16 June 2020 COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee Meeting the recording was paused for the 
confidential item due to an administrative oversight. It was not at the direction of the Presiding Member.  
Tonightôs meeting, and all future meetings, will be recorded in full, with the recording for any confidential 
items removed from the copy of the recording uploaded to the Cityôs website.  
 
The Executive Director Community and Business Services advised that the Cityôs process reflects the 
Expression of Interest, which is in accordance with Local Government Act and its associated regulations.  
The City has a working group which constitutes three Elected Members, which reviews the assessment and 
recommendations from Administration in line with the assessment criteria and assessment process.  The 
COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee then provides an independent assessment.  
 
The Presiding Member, Emma Cole advised that the City is dealing with 53 arts relief applications. Once all 
the applications have been reviewed details of the costs and artistic concepts of the successful applicants 
will be publicly released.  The City intends to be transparent and open in this process.  
 
There being no further statements, Public Question Time closed at approximately 5.10pm. 

(B) RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

3.1 Dudley Maier of Highgate - Item 10.1 Arts Grants 
 
1.  Given that the full Council is meeting an hour after the Covid Committee, why wasnôt the art item 
 taken to full council for consideration and approval, with all council members given the opportunity 
 to comment and decide? 
 
 The allocation of the percent for arts funds falls within the scope of the COVID-19 Relief and 
 Recovery Committeeôs Terms of Reference. Therefore it is appropriate for the Committee to 
 consider the grants. 
 
2.  Given that there was no explicit financial delegation to the Covid Committee other than the one 
 concerning tenders, have all approvals for the disbursement of the Leederville Gardens Trust 
 money been done by way of a tender? 
 

The COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee Terms of Reference provide that the Committee 
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may make decisions on the allocation of the Leederville Gardens Inc Trust Funds. The Local 
Government Act 1995 tender requirement (section 3.57) is not applicable to the allocation of the 
trust funds, as the disbursement of trust funds is not a contract for the supply of goods or services. 

 
3.  Is the money proposed to be disbursed from the Percent for Arts Reserve being done by way of a 
 tender? 
 
 The percent for arts funds will be allocated through an expression of interest process. 
 
4.  Given that the Terms of Reference for the Committee, and the Council approval of 30 March, did 

not explicitly delegate powers to act as trustees for the Leederville Gardens Trust, did the 
 committee have the authority to act as the trustee for the fund when approving the use of funds 
 from the Trust? 
 
 The COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committeeôs Terms of Reference include the allocation of the 
 Leederville Gardens Trust funds as a power of the Committee. Council had the power to include 
 this in the Committeeôs Terms of Reference. 
 
5.  Has the City complied will all requirements for tenders as specified in the Local Government Act 
 and associated Regulations for both the disbursement of the Leederville Gardens Trust money and 

the Percent for Art money? 
 

As noted above, section 3.57 of the Local Government Act 1995 does not apply in respect to the 
disbursement of funds held on trust. The Percent for Art grants applications have been received 

 through an expression of interest process, which is not yet complete, and the City is compliant with 
the requisite Act and Regulations. 

 
6.  Why doesnôt the Cityôs Tender Register contain details of the funds that have been disbursed from 

the Trust so far? 
 
 It is not a Local Government Act 1995 tender process, so the allocation of the trust funds do not 

need to be included in the Cityôs tender register. 
 

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

4.1 Cr Susan Gontaszewski disclosed an impartiality interest in Item 10.1 - Arts Relief Grants Tranche 
2.  The extent of her interest is that she has an association with applicants 7 and 10. 

 
4.2 Cr Alex Castle disclosed an impartiality interest in Item 10.1 - Arts Relief Grants Tranche 2.  The 

extent of her interest is that she has a personal acquaintance with applicant 7. 
 
4.3 Mayor Emma Cole disclosed an impartiality interest in Item 10.1 - Arts Relief Grants Tranche 2.  

The extent of her interest is that she has a personal acquaintance with two of the applicants, 
applicants 4 and 7. 

 

5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil 
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6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Cr Castle, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the minutes of the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee held on 16 June 2020 be 
confirmed. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 
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7 BUSINESS ARISING 

7.1 COVID-19 WEEKLY UPDATE 

Attachments: 1. COVID-19 Relief & Recovery Implementation Plan ᶓ  

2. Communication Plan Update ᶓ   

RECOMMENDATION 

That the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee NOTES the update on the Cityôs actions relating 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

COMMITTEE DECISION ITEM 7.1 

Moved: Cr Castle, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (3-0) 

For: Mayor Cole, Cr Gontaszewski and Cr Castle 

Against: Nil 

 

CRARC_20200623_MIN_5294_AT_files/CRARC_20200623_MIN_5294_AT_Attachment_14215_1.PDF
CRARC_20200623_MIN_5294_AT_files/CRARC_20200623_MIN_5294_AT_Attachment_14215_2.PDF
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